
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE01686 Homelessness crisis in Scotland  

Main Petitioner: Sean Clerkin  

Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to front load £40 

million of £50 million from the Ending Homelessness Together Fund allocated for the 
core homeless over the next five years to be used in the next year to build new 
homes and refurbish existing properties so that the core homeless have safe, secure, 
and comfortable homes in tandem with support services in an expanded housing first 
policy.  

Background 

The five year £50m Ending Homelessness Together Fund was announced in 
the Scottish Government’s Programme for Government in September 2017, 
along with the establishment of a Homelessness and Rough Sleepers Action 
Group.  The fund is intended to support the Action Group’s recommendations.  
 
The petitioner uses the term “core homeless.”   A recent report, Eradicating 
Core Homelessness in Scotland’s Four Cities, defines ‘core’ homelessness as 
the more extreme forms of homelessness which represent the most pressing 
and immediate problems. This would include, for example, rough sleepers, 
those living in unsuitable non-residential accommodation, hostel residents and 
those staying with others (sofa surfers).  
 
The petitioner wants the funding to be front loaded to work towards an 
expanded housing first policy. Housing first involves providing homeless 
people with multiple needs with a permanent house first and arranging 
support services around that home. It avoids the need for temporary 
accommodation or the requirement for the homeless person to demonstrate 
that they are “ready” for a permanent tenancy.   

Scottish Government Action  

The Homelessness and Rough Sleepers Action Group is chaired by John 
Sparks, Chief Executive of Crisis, and consists of representatives from local 
government, academia and the voluntary sector. The group are seeking to 
make recommendations around four questions:  

1. What can be done to reduce rough sleeping this winter? 
2. How can we end rough sleeping? 
3. How can we transform the use of temporary accommodation? 
4. What needs to be done to end homelessness? 

http://external.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01686
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/09/8468
http://social-bite.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/EradicatingCoreHomelessness.pdf
http://social-bite.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/EradicatingCoreHomelessness.pdf
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Recommendations for Questions 1 and 2 have been made by the Group. The 
recommendations on measures to eradicate rough sleeping (Q2) were 
published on 7 March 2018. The recommendations included ones relating to 
housing first, including:  

“Recommendation 8: Ensure that people sleeping rough and 
experiencing multiple forms of exclusion are supported to secure 
permanent accommodation as quickly as possible, according to the 
best evidence available. 
 
Scottish Ministers should announce a default to Housing First as 
part of a rapid rehousing model for people sleeping rough and 
experiencing multiple forms of exclusion. This expectation should 
be included in a revised Scottish Government Code of Guidance on 
Homelessness 
 

The Local Government and Communities Committee’s inquiry into 
homelessness (see below) also made recommendations regarding 
housing first.   
 
The Scottish Government is currently considering in detail how to take these 
recommendations forward, including how best to utilise the £50 million Ending 
Homelessness Together Fund.  Local authorities are responsible for 
homelessness service provision. The Scottish Government will be working 
with local authorities and third sector service providers as they develop their 
plans.1   

Scottish Parliament Action 

The Local Government and Communities Committee recently concluded an 
inquiry into homelessness. The Committee’s report was published on 12 
February 2018.  The Scottish Government’s response to the report was 
received on 17 April 2018. 

Kate Berry 
Senior Researcher 
17 April 2018 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@parliament.scot  

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

 

                                            
1
 Personal correspondence with Scottish Government officials 18 April 2018 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/ending-rough-sleeping-in-scotland-interim-report/
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/LGC/2018/2/12/Report-on-Homelessness
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Local_Gov/Inquiries/20180417_Homelessness_MinLGHToConvener.pdf
mailto:spice@parliament.scot
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